STOKESAY CASTLE

Seven miles from Ludlow, on the river Onny, stands Stoke-
say Castle, one of the few surviving fortified manor-houses
of the thirteenth century. Originally Stoke manor was the
property of the Border family of de Lacy. The suffix of * Say '
was due to the occupation of the manor by the family of that
name for two hundred years as tenants of the de Lacys* It
was, however, Lawrence de Ludlow, of wealthy merchant
stock, who gave the manor its character as a castle, by obtain-
ing from Edward in 1290 a * licence to crencllate'. This
meant that the domestic buildings were now defended by a
moat, crossed by a drawbridge and entered through a gate-
house in the curtain-walls, They were further strengthened
by the building of a tower with narrow windows towards the
courtyard and battlements with a small look-out tower* At
the other end of the great hall a smaller tower was built,
Stokesay thus presents the unique appearance of a manor
house fortified after the erection of its domestic buildings,

The interest of Stokesay is primarily architectural for it
took no part in the Border wars of the Middle Ages, its first
and last encounter being in the Civil War, In that war it was
garrisoned for the King by Sir Samuel Baldwin and was
besieged in 1645. The place was obviously unsuited to a pro-
longed resistance and at the second summons it was surren-
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